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Inside This Issue 

       

PG.2 we focus on raising awareness about 

African wetlands across Europe through the SDG 

Young Ambassadors Educational Program for 

school aged young people in Europe.  We also 

learn about how environmental day was 

celebrated in Kenya. 

PG. 3. We focus on the Ondiri Wetland in Kenya 

and the need for awareness and community 
action. 

 

 

 

Announcement 
  

Editor 

Fadeke Ayoola 

The aim of these weekly research 

reports is to raise awareness about 
African wetlands. This week the 

Ondiri Wetland is our focus. The 
need to raise awareness about the 
wetland is critical. We also launch 

the SDG Young Ambassadors 
Educational Program for school aged 

young people across Europe to learn 
more about wetlands in Africa. The 
microsite is currently being 

translated into different languages 
and will be fully accessible by the 
end of June. We also review the 

World Environment Day in Kenya, 
Nairobi. 
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Godfrey Mfiti is our new 

Regional Youth Ambassador for 

South Africa. Godfrey is an 

Environmental activist and is 

based in Malawi. 

A new Regional Youth 

Ambassador for North Africa 

will be joining us soon. 
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Why do we need to raise awareness among 

young people about the depletion of African 

wetlands? What contribution can this 

generation make to the global problem of 

wetland depletion and water scarcity 
particularly in Africa? According to the 

United Nations, young people want to and 

already contribute to the pliability of their 

communities, offering innovative solutions, 

motivating social progress and stimulating 

political change. They are also agents of 
change, activating to advance the 

Sustainable Development Goals to improve 

the lives of people and the health of the 

planet. In the 21st century, there is an 

estimated 1.8 billion young people between 

the ages of 10-24—making them the largest 
generation of youth in history. The majority 

of them live in developing countries. Their 
numbers are expected to grow.  

For this reason, NET Africa has launched a 

microsite to reach out to young people 

across Europe and Africa to exchange, 

learn and inspire change. The microsite is 

currently being translated into different 

languages and will be fully accessible by 
the end of June. 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

Henry Gandhi 
SDG East African  

Regional Youth  
Ambassador. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The repercussions of our failure to conserve and preserve the 

environment are severe as indicated by World Health Organization 

(WHO) statistics, where air pollution is claiming millions of lives yearly. 

The resultant effect is a sabotaged future, which will not thrive in 

holding its species in tranquillity. Oceans, rivers, lakes, forests, wildlife 

and other forms of natural ecosystem are currently under stress and 

therefore risk losing their significance about environmental 

sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NET Africa launches the SDG Young 

Ambassador Educational Program (11-

14 years) Raising awareness about 
African wetlands across Europe – by 
Fadeke Ayoola. 
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Photo: Stakeholdeers during the 2019 World Environment Day  

celebrations in Nairobi, Kenya. (Photo: KAM) 

 

 

 

 

On June 6 2019, world nations conglomerated in 

China to commemorate World Environment Day 

under the theme of Air Pollution which is regarded 

as one of the greatest global concerns with huge 

implications to the ecosystem and biodiversity. Most 

countries in Africa and world over expose their 

citizens to contaminated air, with more devastating 

effects from harsh climate change. Environmental 

sustainability is currently a puzzle that United 

Nations are building capacity to solve in order to save 

the future generation and other species from 

negative impacts of climate change and pollution. 

In his remarks targeted at 2019 World Environment 

Day commemoration, United Nations Secretary 

General Antonio Guteres emphasized on the role 

nature and planet’s health play on the quality of 

water citizens drink, food we eat as well as the air we 

breathe. (UNEP, 2019). 

“Oceans, rivers, 

lakes, forests, 

wildlife and other 

forms of natural 

ecosystem are 

currently under 

stress and 

therefore risk 

losing their 

significance with 

regards to 

environmental 

sustainability. 

Even as world nations marked this year’s environment celebration, it 

is worth noting that the drive towards a cleaner, healthier, and 

sustainable ecosystem requires multi-faceted approaches where 

governments, private sectors, civil society and international 

communities all need to harmoniously work towards securing a 

future for all species. The Kenya Association of Manufacturers (KAM) 

in collaboration with the government and other stakeholders led the 

celebration in Nairobi, where all were involved in cleaning exercise, 

animal care, medical camp, sports event as well as environmental 

awareness. 

Cause & Effects of Air pollution by Henry 

Gandhi 
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The vegetation comprises of reeds and water grass, it grows 

continuously and when it wilts, it does not decompose completely. 

The locals' abstract water from the swamp for irrigation and domestic 

purposes. Vegetation is harvested and used mainly as forage for 

livestock, which is also sold. The swamp is an important source of 
horticultural products. There are greenhouses and farms with 

vegetables and fruits, which feed the city residents and the locals. 

Fencing has failed due to lack of community involvement in wetland 
management. 

Ondiri swamp has also been a recreation site for bird viewing and 

picnic sites. The peat in the swamp previously used as a carrier 

material for rhizobium inoculation bacteria. The wetland has faced 

degradation because of high deforestation rate, activities in the 

wetland and within the riparian area including the dumping of solid 
waste and uncontrolled abstraction of water, which has led to 

reduction of water levels in the swamp. Pollutants because of seepage 

from septic tanks used in Kikuyu town due to lack of sewer line also 
threatens the swamp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ondiri is a highland bog and draws interest from various 

stakeholders, for example, the local authority, farmers, private 

developers, and government departments. The swap is oval and over 

years of deforestation and subsequent erosion, the swamp is covered 

with the floating reeds on peat, which covers almost 95% of the 
wetland to form a quacking bog (a layer of vegetable floating on water) 

which is the only one in the country. People can walk on it but if you 
jump up and down, you sink. 

The swamp is also a crucial breeding site for insects, crustacean, and 
amphibians, which in turn provide food for the breeding and 

migrating birds. The wetland gets its water through the northern end 

and discharges southwards into Nyangara River. It is served by three 

small streams and several small seasonal springs located at the edges 
of the wetland and runs off the neighbouring land. 

Ondiri is the second deepest quacking bog in Africa after Doula in 

Cameroon. Despite this, it has been given scant attention from 

researchers, conservation organizations, media, and government, 

human activities like intensive agriculture, urbanization, and human 
settlement have led to the loss of ecosystem and disappearance of the 

plants, birds and other life forms associated with the wetland. Use of 

fertilizers and manures in the catchment has resulted in excessive 
growth of algae, which kills wetland organisms. 

To conclude, since most wetlands occur in the rural areas of the 

country, there should be forms of extension services put in place to 

create awareness among the locals to promote sustainable wetland 

management and involvement of the community in conservation and 
management activities. 
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Wetlands include swamps, marshes, bogs, 

shallow lakes, ox-bow lakes, river meanders, 
flood plains, riverbanks, lakeshores and 

seashores, estuaries, deltas, mudflats, 

mangroves, salt marshes, seagrass beds, 
and shallow reefs. 

Globally wetlands occupy 6% of the earth 

surface and in Kenya; they cover about 4% 

of the land surface. When it rains heavily, 

the area fluctuates to 6% of the land surface 

since the distribution of wetlands in Kenya 
highly depends on the rainfall amount and 
landforms.  

Wetlands are of great importance in Kenya, 

they provide many ecological and socio-
economic goods and services. The wetlands 

have suffered degradation because of over-

exploitation, pollution, encroachment, and 

lack of awareness about the importance of 

wetlands among the locals is a contributing 

factor to the degradation and loss of 
wetlands. 

The introduction of alien species, high rates 

of deforestation and clearance of land for 
human settlement and agricultural activities 

have also contributed to the decline of the 

quality and function of wetlands. Clearance 

of vegetation has affected the hydrological 

cycles and reduced water capacity supply by 

the wetland. Alien species have affected the 
ecological balance of wetlands in the 

country. In Kiambu County where I live, 

there is a swamp called Ondiri, which is 

famous and located in Kikuyu town, it forms 

the headwaters of Nairobi River within the 
Athi drainage basin. Ondiri swamp has 

macrophytes growing on floating peat and 

farmers, learning institutions, hospitals, 
and civil society organizations surround it.  

The swamp covers 30 hectares of land and 

lies 2000 meters above the sea level. The 

area slopes eastwards to around 1600 

meters above the sea level with the wetland 

sitting approximately 10 meters below the 
general topography of the area.  

 

 

Wetland Classification in Kenya 

by Jacinta Ruguru 

 

 

 

 Wetlands are areas of 

marsh, fen peatland or 

water, temporary or 

permanent with water 

that is static or flowing, 

brackish or salty and 

marine water. 

In Kenya, wetlands are 

defined as areas of land 

that are permanently or 

occasionally waterlogged 
with fresh, brackish, 

saline or marine water at 

a depth of six meters 
maximum.  

 

‘The Lack of 
awareness about 

the importance of 
wetlands among 

the locals is a 
contributing 

factor to the 
degradation and 

loss of wetlands.’ 

 

 

Ondiri Wetland taken from safari254.com/ondiri-swamp 


